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We will be celebrating the life that 

has been brought to thousands 

of children over the past 25 years 

of Care & Relief for the Young 

through the generous donations of 

our supporters.
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“years of CRY

1 heart
to rescue and restore 
young lives broken by 
poverty

25working in countries 

30with projects

thousands

thousands
thousands
thousandsgiving life to thousands

and thousands of children 

10
charity trading shops

£ £ £
thousands donated

100%
of donations given straight to projects

partnering 

with hundreds

of churches
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My name is Majlinda. I lost my sight 
when I was young and for a long time I 
was closed in my home. I started to go 

to the school here and now I am able to 
read in braille and I’m reading the Bible. 
I believe Jesus made a miracle so that I 

could come here.  

“

Blind young people in Albania usually receive no help at all to lead an active and 
productive life, usually being left alone at home with nothing to do. CRY supported 
an English school for blind children in Albania in 2002. 

.

”
heart

thousands donated

100%
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Martyn Dunsford

It’s really amazing to me that CRY is 25 years old! 

We were in Romania and visited some of the orphanges to see first 
hand what was going on. It was just hellish. I began to literally cry for 
these children, and that’s why we called the charity CRY. It moved 
us so much and we felt something of the compassion of God for the    
children. We had to do something. Our first project then was to convert 
a derelict building in Romania, for a children’s home which would later 
be opened and called Casa Robin Hood for 50 children.

CRY grew way beyond our expectations, it became an important part 
of our lives and of what the church (King’s Community Church) here is 
doing to help in all kinds of projects all around the world. 

All of CRY’s projects are very relationally run, in all situatuons we work 
very closely with the churches that are responsible for the projects. Not 
only are we making a difference by providing aid, but people are being 
embraced, loved, cared for by local christians who have partnered with 
us, that we know and trust. 

Down through the years CRY has rescued thousands of young peoples’ 
lives and it has been a great joy to have met many bright young people 
who have been given life through CRY, and who come and personally 
thank me for all that has been done for them. 

Many would have had no future, so thank you to all of you who have 
supported, given money, helped, prayed for and so on. You do make a 
difference to the lives of children living in some of the most poor and 
most forgotten about places across the world. Thank you!

Founder of CRY & Project Development Officer
(Photo - Martyn with Vin who was rescued from slavery by CRY)
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1992  

1996  

2000  

1999  

CRY was set up and 

registered as a charity

First CRY shop opened in 

Hedge End. £2000 profit in 

first month

£20,000 raised for Kosovo appeal

CRY looks into supporting 

5 other projects in Ukraine, 

Albania, Russia and South 

Africa

2016  
Now working into South America with a new 

project in Peru

2015  
European Migrant Crisis

1998  
CRY shop in Jersey opens

DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE
The progression and development of CRY over the last 25 years

1995  

Teams sent to Romania to 

help with the renovation for 

Casa Robin Hood

1993  
CRY provided with a four storey 

building in Romania to convert 

into a home for street children 

and a training centre for 

Romanian social workers.
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2017  

1997  

2013

First project in Romania opened, 

Casa Robin Hood children’s home

Six waiting houses in Cambodia 

handed successfully to the local 

government

2004  
Indian ocean Tsunami - Support given to provide 

housing and boats for local fishermen

2001  
5 Children from Casa Robin Hood 

placed into trained christian foster 

families. 4 children reunited with 

their mother

2001  

10 day summer camp held in 

Ukraine for street children

2013

Zimbabwe project provided safe, filtered 

drinking water for 1000 children

2005  
Ray & Carole Avent raise £8600 for 

CRY through different fundraising     

initiatives

2008
CRY funded the building of a health 

and community centre in Lesotho

2002  
CRY clothed, housed and fed 

50 children at Father’s House in 

Ukraine

2004  
CRY funded the refurbishment of a building to run  

Chengdu Orphanage for 36 children

2014  
Started supporting Iraq Orphan Ministry

2010  
CRY provided £18,000 to build new 

facilities for New Way School in Russia

2015  
CRY started supporting refugee 

projects in Athens and Turkey
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5

I cried all the time and did not like to play 
with other children or eat my lunch. I was 
scared. But the day centre has helped me 

make friends and I really enjoy it now. I  
love my friends and I like eating with them 

at dinner times.  
“

This is Trojana’s story from Brasov Day Centre in Romania from 2010. We are still 
supporting this centre so poorer children can get a hot meal and support with their 
school work, as well as running a creche, foodbank and job club for single parents.

.

”
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So Clive, shops are a big part of bringing life 
to children across the world...just tell us how 
they make a difference?

In 2017 the trading operations of CRY in the UK and         

Jersey will make a contribution of over £200,000 to the 

overall CRY budget for project operations. This is enabling 

life all around the world.

Birthdays are sometimes a time to reflect, can 

you let us know how it feels to look back at 

the development of the shops.

It has not been easy but I look back with immense     

thankfulness to God for all that He has done. There has 

been a big development within CRY Trading recently, and I 

am so proud of all our staff and teams that have taken up 

the challenge of change. They really are making a brilliant 

contribution to our projects around the world.

We were also recognised in 2016 as Outstanding Charity 

Retailer of the Year, which was a great encouragement  

in that we were recognised as a professional retailer that 

gives profits to charity. 

So specifically can you tell us a highlight from this year?

When I considered the challenging budget we had set for ourselves at the beginning of the 

year, I thought to myself “Wow, I hope we can achieve that and sustain our continued growth, 

especially with all the economic and political uncertainty we all face!!” All the input we put in 

place over the previous years has paid dividends to the point where we will “blitz” our budget 

targets allowing even more projects to be activated.  The other major highlight was the opening 

of our new shop in Shirley which is already providing even more revenue for CRY.

Photos: The opening of our first shop, Hedge End in 1996 and our newest shop, Shirley in 2017 

Q&A With Clive
Celebrating all that has happened through the trading of CRY 
Charity Shops. Clive is our Trading Operations Manager...



£4,816,940
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HOW YOUR MONEY HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE
Taking a look at what has been given over the last 25 years but also 
for this current year. 

Total sent to projects over the last 25 years:

“I have had the privilege of working for 
CRY for 13 years, since March 2004 and 
have seen the charity go through many 
ups and downs (but mostly ups). 

I have also seen many changes over the 
years. When I first started working for 
CRY we were supporting projects mainly 
in Albania, Romania and the Ukraine. We 
are now working in 25 different countries 
all around the world. 

Although CRY has grown over the years, it is still small enough that we are 
able to see the real difference that our money makes to individuals and we 
are proud to be able to say that 100% of financial donations from sponsors 
and donators is sent to the different projects that we support.”

Wendy Clark
Finance Manager
Photo taken of Wendy opening Stung Treng Waiting House, Cambodia, 2007

2017 This year’s  budgeted expenditure            
categorised into beneficiary type: 

Care of Children, Young People and 
Family Support £124,813

Education & Training £54, 510

Emergency Response £23,060

125 k

100 k

50 k

25 k

*Full financial information avaliable on request or on Charity Commission website.
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Celebrate LifeCelebrate You
The time, money and effort you have put into CRY, whether it’s praying for our 
children, giving donations or running fundraisers, has made a lifelong difference to 
the children and families we support. We would not have been able to do it without 
your generous and loving support. Thank you!

Whether it’s fundraising, supporting, or that time that you gave five pounds years 
ago and have forgotton about it; we have not forgotten!! We can’t emphasise 
enough the change you have been able to bring to many lives, collectively, through 
your donations and support over the last 25 years. 

Thank you for crying with us, for changing lives with us, and for bringing 

God’s love into communities throughout the years.

HOW YOUR MONEY HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE
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Celebrate Health
John 10:10

 “I came that they might have life, and have it to the full”

There is so much that can affect our health. God’s heart is 
that none should suffer but that all would live life to the 
full. Health brings fullness of life.

Health is essential for us to be able to work, contribute 
to family life, help our community and enjoy those around 
us. For those around the world who experience poverty, 
health becomes even more  necessary for survival. This 
is why we think enabling thousands to be healthy is so 
worth celebrating. 

We want to celebrate the life that has been brought 
to Cambodia through Marcia Hammond’s hard work 
in setting up 6 waiting houses in 6 different provinces. 
The houses provide a place in rural areas for women                            
experiencing difficulties in pregnancy to stay and have 
their baby delivered. Marcia told us...

“In 2006 the infant and maternal mortality rate was at 480 
deaths per year in an area of 100,000. Compare this to the UK 
and it’s 5 deaths per 100,000 in one year.”

Marcia an experienced midwife was determined to do 
something to change this after she experienced the need 
first hand in Cambodia when one night she was staying in 
a blood stained bed in a clinic.

“We heard a noise outside, as I looked out the window I saw a 
woman on a blanket, held by 4 men at the corners. We brought 
her in, and realised the baby was breech. I had never delivered 
a breech baby, as in the UK it would be the Doctor’s job. I had 
no equipment and the staff had no midwifery training but I              
delivered a healthy, happy baby boy.”

If Marcia had not been there, the outcome would have 
been so different!

Between 2007-2013
CRY supported the building of 6 waiting houses 
for the prevention of infant and maternal mortality

Provided medical care, midwifery, health promotion, 
food, and accommodation for partners/husbands

The infant mortality rate has decreased from 480 
to 80 per 100,000 per year

CRY has been recognised for its humanitarian work 
by the Ministry of Health in Cambodia

The homes are now run and managed by the 
Provincial Health Department who give midwives 
proper training and skills.



Celebrate Home

 “I like it here, here it’s nice, I have a family” Anna, aged 11

It was seeing the hopeless living situations of children squatting in sewer pipes that broke 
the heart of CRY founder Martyn Dunsford. This sparked a cry for change resulting in our 
very first project, Casa Robin Hood; a Children’s Home. 

Home is so much more than a building. When CRY was given a four-storey building to 
renovate in 1993, it was always with the heart to create a home, more than a house. State 
orphanages in Romania at this time were dangerous places to be, the children were at risk 
from paedophiles, criminal activity, and drug abuse. The poor living conditions, neglect and 
danger forced children to live in sewer pipes on the streets rather than remain in state 
orphanages.

However God’s heart is that children should be in a safe loving home, and it was with this 
intention that Casa Robin Hood opened. 

Between 1997-2001
Safety from paedophiles, crime, drug abuse, 
and protection from being groomed into sex 
work

A safe place for relationships to be nurtured 
with family members

Love, care and emotional support

Health care & Education

Training for Social Workers

The team were able to place 10 children          
either back with their mothers or into trained        
christian foster families 

The project was then handed over to the local 
state authority to continue its success.
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Celebrate Community Support
The culture of a community once defined can be so hard to change, which 
is good when the community is thriving, but detrimental when it is not. 

This last year we have...
In some European countries children are being 
born into communities that do not have skills 
to farm, that do not have education in HIV and 
AIDS awareness, where girls by the age of 10 stop         
education to be married to much older men. 

This last example of community culture is the     
reality in Bulgaria. Our project Sliven Life Centre is 
reaching poor and illiterate children in the Gypsy 
district of the town of Sliven. 

Within the Gypsy culture, families tend to have 
at least 3 children, the parents are unemployed, 
and they do not recognise the importance of              
education for their children. Parents make the    
decision to withdraw their child from education 
to help look after siblings or to marry at a very 
young age. These girls, who are still children, are 
then giving birth to babies of their own. 

We are committed to see this change not only for 
the good of the whole community, but also for the 
benefit of the girls.

“For the first time now, there are several children 
who wish to continue to study and complete their                  
education before they get married. We thank God for 
our answered prayers, this is the first step for change, 
and we hope these girls will be an example to others.”  
George, Project & Church leader.

Provided education for the children Mon-Fri at the 
Life Centre teaching them to read and write.

Provided food for the 80 children for those 5 days 
a week.

Held regular meetings with the parents who are 
now trusting the team at Life Centre and are happy 
to send their children to classes without fear or 
prejudice. Parents are now coming to Church too.

Taken the students on a trip to the mountains, 
they were so excited as most would not have been   
taken on trips/holidays by parents due to lack of              
finance. It was a great time, hiking, playing games, 
and praising God.

Educated the children around the importance of be-
ing in school, relationships and marriage.

Financially supported the several girls who               
remained in education at the Life Centre and did 
not get married early.
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Celebrate Education
Education is the process of imparting or acquiring general knowledge, developing the powers 
of reasoning and judgement, and generally of preparing oneself or others intellectually for 
mature life.

Pakistan has one of the highest proportions of children not in school or receiving education. 
This means that the nation faces the risk that it’s children will not develop into adults who 
will be able to thrive in society. Our heart is not only that our children survive but thrive, and 
make a difference in the communities they are in, especially in a country like Pakistan with 
it’s extreme poverty and  cultural issues. These children need education to transform their 
lives, their families, and their community. We believe they can do it! 

Star Public School was set up in January 2016 for 50 children, with the aim to develop this 
to 150 children in the next three years with properly paid teachers, school uniforms and 
resources.

This last year we have...
Extended the school to add a classroom and a 
properly built toilet. 

Provided the children with a school uniform 
and they take great pride in wearing it.

Helped get all the children off classroom floors 
and have tables and chairs on which to read 
and write.

Enabled the school to now follow a cohesive           
curriculum supported by workbooks.

Helped facilitate 25 new children studying in 
the school so it has grown from 50-75.

Ensured that teachers and staff are able to be 
paid a proper salary.
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We have been looking back at the past and, quite rightly, celebrating the impact that CRY has had on 
so many lives.

 
So what about the future? We will stay true to our heritage.  The word “cry” indicates that we have 
a heart for the poor and are emotionally connected with them, so it is this that drives our passion to 
change things for as many children and young people as we can. But the word “cry” in the context 
of “crying out” can also mean a clarion call, which the Collins dictionary defines as a “strong and 

emotional appeal to people to do something”. 
 

We want to act in response to that call. Not to be a large organisation that operates in a purely       
analytical way but to be a group of people that not only cry out on behalf of the poor but who are 
motivated by a heartfelt desire to change things for them. We will keep that relationship with our 

partners in the communities, enabling them to show God’s love in a proactive and caring way. 

Chris Tait
Chief Executive Officer

 

The Scripture verse that remains our clarion call is Isaiah 61:
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives

    and release from darkness for the prisoners

“
”

The Future

Take a tour around the world now to see what is 
happening in our projects...
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Europe
One out of four children are at risk of poverty

Albania, Bulgaria, Romania, and Serbia listed as some 
of the poorest countries in Europe.

4.7 million people sought refugee and asylum status 
in Europe in 2015

Albania- Mission Joshua Centre: 

-The centre has gone from supporting 20 children to 35 children 
since January 2017

- Many of the children here quit school and end up on the streets; 
Mission Joshua has started teaching 4 children to read and write 
twice a week by introducing a teacher to the project

Albania - Living Water: 

-Health and dental check ups were offered to 150 children and their 
family members thanks to a team of doctors and dentists from 
Bristol.

-8 new children have joined recently and enjoyed the activities      
provided on a Saturday morning. They are collected in the bus 
and enter full of joy and energy. They are given food, as many are        
malnourished, and a fun two hour program. 
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Albania - Bethel Centre: 

-Many families have come into contact with the centre. They often 
have nowhere to live and little food to eat. We have been able to 
provide food, clothes and medical care.

-One boy in particular was very ill and his family were struggling to 
help him. We have introduced him to the centre, clothed, fed and 
prayed with him and he is doing so much better.

Bulgaria - Shalom Day Centre: 

-Since we started supporting this educational centre in                       
January 2017, we have seen fantastic progress; parents starting to                        
understand the importance of education, and many children doing 
well with their learning. 

-80 children are  benefitting from the teaching, meals and                 
activities; one activity being a trip to the mountains, with many 
children experiencing a trip like this for the first time in their lives.

Romania- Vietii Noi Day Centre: 

-Every month we provide groceries for 21 families, meaning around 
100 people a month (parents and children) benefit from the centre 
food bank.

-During the last term of school we were delighted to see the        
children all achieve pass grades, with some even being at the top 
of their class. This is in part thanks to the homework help given at 
this centre.

-New land is being sought to build another centre as part of this 
project. This will benefit families in another area of Romania, so far 
everything is moving forward smoothly.
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Serbia - Bridge Day Centre: 

-We continue to work with children who live in difficult social and 
material conditions, so we have been giving them clothes, food and 
stationery for school.

-Two boys, Emanuel and Matej, were helped by CRY to attend Music 
School by providing them with a violin and stationery. They have 
been attending classes since then and are really enjoying it!

Turkey - Refugee Support:

-As a means of encouraging the families to send their children to 
school, we have also distributed many school supplies, for example: 
rucksacks, exercise books, pencils and art books.

-About 35 women are regularly coming to the meetings. We have 
been developing items that can be sold, including hand puppets and 
dolls. It continues to be multi-ethnic, with women and children from 
Iran, Syria and Iraq involved.

Greece - Refugee Support:

-There are at least 12,000 displaced children between the ages 
of 3 and 15 coming from affected countries. Very few of these go 
to school now, and so we are providing education to a number of      
children from different countries in the distribution centre in Athens.

-We had a medical team come from Global Health Relief at their 
own expense to give care and examinations to refugees. Many        
patients came and were greatly helped through this provision.

-The team recently visited a Refugee Camp and cooked a special 
meal for more than 400 refugees.





Asia
More than 4.4 billion people live on the continent. Asia 
is the most populous continent.

Over 30% of adults cannot read and write.

About 70% of the developing world’s urban poor live 
in Asia.

Cambodia- Children’s Health                               
Development Centre:

-We have seen a number of families integrated back into villages, 
now able to sustain themselves through the training given by CHDC.

-We are providing tutoring and training to children to help them with 
school work and life skills

India  - HIV/AIDS ASHA, Mumbai:

-We are continuing to run the Women’s Support groups to those 
who have HIV/AIDS providing guidance and help in all areas. Many 
women and children are marginalised as a result of their condition, 
and this is a great way for the whole family to feel safe and loved.

-It is amazing news to hear that all of the children passed their 
exams and have gone up to the next grade! Most of the parents are 
uneducated so the children have been tutored by us.
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Laos- Fish Farming and Bamboo School:

-The fish farm continues and a  new English school has started with 
65 students;  5 of these have been provided with scholarships.

-We have provided 60 school uniform kits to young children from 
poorer families

-The sewing project has increased to 12 teenage girls who learn to 
make bags and clothes to sell at local markets.

Myanmar - Hosanna Children’s Home: 

-CRY is continuing to help 34 children in Hosanna Children’s Home, 
providing food, shelter and care. This rescues them from a life on 
the streets. 

-The children have also been to visit some of their relatives recently, 
which was a great time of community and friendship for everyone!

Philippines- The Father’s Refuge: 

-We were saddened to hear of a devastating fire that destroyed the 
village and centre we are supporting here. 1500 families lost their 
homes and most of their belongings, and so we are now working 
with other organisations to provide clothing and food kits, and help 
new homes to be found for these families.

We are running a text appeal to respond to the need, please see 
what you can give. 

Please text “CRYX12 £(amount)” to 70070 



Philippines - Bamboo Village: 

-These children come from extreme poverty, with families who have 
no money to buy food, leading to malnutrition and poor health care. 
Many of these families are currently living in graveyards, due to a fire 
that wiped out their homes, so with no home and little food these 
families are desperate for help.

-Thanks to this project many children are given meals every day and 
medical checks to ensure their health and weight improve.

Pakistan - Star Public School:

-Many children in Pakistan do not have the chance to receive an 
education. Our school here pays for school fees for some children, 
and stationery and uniform for others.

-When we started supporting this project in 2016 there were 30-40 
students. Now there are 75 children who are all getting education 
and books, resources, bags, uniform, cold clean drinking water and 
some food in school.
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Africa
Fewer than 20% of women have access to education.

75% of the world’s poorest countries are located in 
Africa, including Ethiopia and Zimbabwe.

2% of boys and less that 1% of girls finish Primary Edu-
cation

Guinea- Jubilee International School:

-In March, teachers met with the parents to ask them to encourage 
the children at home with their work, to enable the best progress 
from them. The parents are really happy with the school so we are 
pleased to be working alongside them.

South Africa - Sozo Education Centre: 

-We have been providing tutoring classes and we welcomed 29 new 
learners to start with a total of 93 students for 2017.

-The Sozo Youth Cafe helps with employment for young people. In 
January 2017 Sozo Youth Café reopened and began with training our 
second batch of 70 students between the ages of 16-25.
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South Sudan - Kuleu Lights School 

-The school finished last term well, with all children being able to 
finish the year thanks to the help of CRY with their school fees.

-All 24 children in fourth grade passed; an exciting step towards 
their future.

Togo - Children’s Centre

-Medical care has been brought to 375 children of whom 137 have 
been vaccinated against meningitis.

-53 children were given eye tests and those who have sight           
problems were given glasses. This is something they would have 
had to go without if not for the help of this centre.

Zimbabwe - Cross Over Project 

-We brought in an experienced teacher in January who is                     
working to improve local mentors skills.

-The curriculum team have been working to standardise the format 
of lessons to make it easier for the mentors throughout all year 
groups. 



Tanzania - Bethel Children’s Centre 

-We have managed to buy cows, goats and chickens as a way to 
keep the children busy, but also for getting milk and eggs which is 
helping the children’s nutrition. 

-As it is dangerous in this area, security for the 300 orphaned      
children is very important, so we are currently building a security 
wall to protect the children.

Ethiopia - Hope for Orphans

-Here we are supporting child refugees from neighbouring Somalia, 
who have had to flee for safety from a war stricken country where 
they lost their parents. We are giving them a home, education and 
the love and care they need to reach brighter futures. 

-Since we started supporting this project we have seen great          
developments; 27 children are now being supported and we are 
seeing great improvements in their school test results. 
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Last stop...
18 million Russians live below the poverty line

4.2 million people have fled their homes as a result 
of fighting in Iraq, 11 million people are in need of aid

Peru is our first project working into South America

Russia- New Way School 

-All our students passed the state final exams successfully.

-Computers at the school are old and very slow, so we have renewed 
them. 

-We had a camp for 7-12 year olds students where the                        
teachers presented 5 jobs every day and so kids could practically 
try themselves in different professions.

Russia- Down’s Syndrome Support

-A physiologist and a speech therapist are now working with the 
children on communication skills and relaxation techniques every 
week.

-The children are helped to do daily tasks. Recently they have been 
grocery and bakery shopping, serving each other at the table, using 
the vacuum cleaner and dusting the room, and have been on a visit 
to the dentist.
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Peru - Projecto Cornelius 

-We have been able to provide different courses for the young      
people, such as marriage, family and discipleship groups.

-Younger children are joining in activities with the many different 
groups being provided that include craft, dance, music, Bible stories 
and more. 

Iraq - Refugee and Orphan Ministry 

-145 – 160 Iraqi orphaned children are benefitting from this project 
weekly. 

-We helped to provide a bus to bring children to the centre for        
activities, along with buying stationery for the children to enjoy. We 
have also helped with providing medical care to children.

Lebanon - Refugee Support  

-We are continuing to establish schools for refugee children.

-We have been visiting families in refugee camps- some we have 
been visiting for a long time and recently we have been making 
connections with a new camp, meaning even more families being 
supported.

-We have just started renting a building where we can provide more 
support.





Dagestan - Children’s Sports Centre - July 2017 

Families in this region of Russia live in severe poverty with no public places for 
children. CRY is supporting the renovation of a sports ground for the children to use, 
to keep them away from street crime.
 
Good news! Renovation has already started and children are already starting to 
frequently use the new space for games and activities.

Laos - Bamboo School  - Jan 2017

This is the first school of its kind in the area and is such an exciting opportunity for 
CRY to help ensure children gain an education. At the moment there is a class of 28 
children, and we are planning to increase the school to over 100 in the near future.

Good news! The school is now fully up and running and teaching has now begun, 
signalling the start of brighter futures for many children in this area. 

Mozambique - July 2017 

According to the BBC, more than half of Mozambique’s 24 million population       
continue to live below the poverty line. CRY is working in a children’s centre          
looking after 250 children with safety, care and nutritional support.

The children are given either food boxes and milk programmes when at home, or 
they are taken into the centre to live if they are not thriving on this to give them 
the care and support they need.

New Projects
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Birthday Gift
We’ve loved celebrating our birthday with you, thanks for joining us!

Want to give us a birthday gift? We would be so grateful for whatever you can give. 

To send a donation, text

 “CRYX12 £(amount)” to 70070.

Photo: Raul celebrating her birthday in our project in Romania


